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Croda Acquires Research Enterprise Enza Biotech

Croda International  Plc  (‘Croda’),  who  make,  create  and sell  innovative  and sustainable
speciality chemicals has today announced its acquisition of Enza Biotech AB, a research
enterprise established as a spin-out company from Lund University in Sweden.

Enza  Biotech  was  founded  in  2012  by  researchers  at  Lund  University  with  the  aim  to
develop the next generation of renewable surfactants using carbohydrate-based chemistry.
Through this  acquisition,  Enza Biotech’s  patented technology will  enhance Croda’s  well-
established natural and renewable product portfolio to offer their customers,  particularly in
the Personal Care, Crop Care and Health Care markets, the sustainable ingredients they are
looking for to satisfy the demands of consumers.

Croda  will  also  gain  the  expertise  of  Enza  co-founders  Maria  Andersson  and  Stefan
Ulvenlund,  and  their  team,  as  they  become  full  time  employees  to  lead  the
commercialisation of their work using Croda’s technical and formulation expertise,  global
operational  footprint  and  sales  force  and  track  record  at  bringing  new technologies  to
market. 

This  acquisition  demonstrates  Croda’s  commitment  to  delivering  sustainable  solutions
without compromising on product performance as this novel range of surfactants has been
proven  to  offer  differentiated  performance  benefits  across  many  applications,  such  as
emulsification, wetting and dispersion. 

Steve Foots, Chief Executive of Croda, said: “Enza Biotech offers a fantastic opportunity for
us to fill an identified technology gap in the surfactants market using natural and renewable
raw materials. It is a great fit as sustainability underpins our growth strategy and is an area
that already sets us apart in the eyes of our customers.”

Maria Andersson, Chief Executive Officer and co-founder of Enza Biotech said: “Croda is the
perfect  fit  for  our  technology  due  to  their  commitment  to  investing  in  innovative  and
sustainable solutions. With their proven track record in bringing new technologies to market
and strong customer relationships, we are confident Enza Biotech will have a bright future.
We look forward to working with the Croda team and the new opportunities that will bring.”
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About Croda: 
Established in 1925, Croda is the name behind high performance ingredients and 
technologies in some of the world’s biggest and most successful brands: creating, making 
and selling speciality chemicals that are relied on by industries and consumers everywhere.
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They have a network of over 4,200 passionate and committed employees, working together 
as one global team across manufacturing sites and offices in 36 countries. Croda is a 
FTSE100 company with a flexible structure that allows them to focus on developing and 
delivering innovative, sustainable ingredients that their customers can build on in: Coatings 
and Polymers, Crop Care, Geo Technologies, Health Care, Home Care, Industrial 
Chemicals, Lubricants, Personal Care and Polymer Additives. 

www.croda.com 

About Enza Biotech: 
Enza Biotech was founded in 2012 as a private spin-off company based on the results of a 
research programme coordinated by Lund University. A small, but highly innovative 
company, they combine insight into industrial challenges with a molecular understanding and
knowledge of biotechnology based production methods.

The collaboration between biotechnology researchers and material scientists resulted in the 
design of a production process for a completely novel type of surfactant that meets the 
needs of many different markets.

www.enzabiotech.com
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